ISSA 2027 conference theme 

The International Sociology of Sport Association (ISSA) arrives in Melbourne, Australia for the 2027 World Congress of Sociology of Sport, hosted by Victoria University. The Congress theme is Measuring Progress or Delivering Social Change? The Sociology of Sport in Contested Times.
Set against Australia’s rich and contested sports cultures, the Congress invites scholars, practitioners, and community partners to interrogate whether the sociology of sport is fulfilling its transformative potential. As the discipline navigates growing pressures around evidence, accountability, and relevance, delegates will examine what it truly means to measure progress and deliver social change, and for whom.
Drawing on Victoria University’s commitment to research with societal impact and community-led inquiry, the Congress will foreground the voices and experiences of those most affected by sport’s promises and failures: Indigenous communities, women, people with disability, migrants, and those in the urban margins.
Scholars will debate the politics of data, the ethics of evaluation, and the power dynamics embedded in policy and practice. Regional and global perspectives will be woven throughout, connecting local struggles to global conversations about sport, inequality and social justice.

