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Introduction 

 

1 - @Emmanuelle 

Welcome to, amazingly, our first bulletin issue of 2025.  It has been a very busy year with 

lots of social media activity, so the bulletin has taken a bit of a back seat.  As you will see the 

bulletin is full of news and announcements.   

 The main scoop is that 2025 was ISSA’s  and IRSS’s 60th anniversary year.  So we had a lot to  

celebrate and the LOC marked the event by producing a birthday cake!      

Consequently this bulletin is in large part dedicated to looking back at ISSA 2025, our first in-

person congress since 2023, which was held in Seoul in July on a very hot week (35+ Celsius) 

in the mountainous and leafy surroundings of the National University of Seoul.  Brent 

McDonald marked the 60th anniversary of IRSS by presenting some very encouraging figures 

about our journal’s health.   

We have some words from ISSA's President, Parissa Safai. Advisory Board member, Anand 

Rampersad, was kind enough to let us reproduce here the content of a report of ISSA 2025 

that he wrote for the Trinidad and Tobago Guardian. We have taken advantage of the 

Bulletin format to feature some lovely photos at key stages of the proceedings.   There were 

so many that I decided to show in this bulletin photos of the Welcome event, the GPA 

presentations for 2024 and 2025 winners, the presentation of our newest Honorary Member 

and social events.  You can expect to see more photos in the next bulletin.  The Executive 

Board extends their thanks to the LOC for organising roving photographers. 



In this issue you will also find two important announcements: ISSA 2026 and importantly, 

the deadline for the GPA 2026 competition.  Please draw this important announcement to 

the attention of your graduate students. We had a good number of submissions for the 2025 

GPA and we’d like to maintain this level of interest in the competition.   

Check out our new books section. Well done to all authors/editors and their collaborators 

for proposing such fascinating titles, a testament to the creative state of the field which 

continues to flourish in all sorts of ways.  

Lastly, you can check out the latest news from ISA and ICSSPE in two dedicated sections. 

ISSA 2025: Reflections and Photo Gallery 

The 2025 World Congress of Sociology of Sport was a remarkable occasion to come together 

and celebrate not just leading-edge research in the sociology of sport, but the 60th 

anniversary of the ISSA.  Our warmth and friendliness of our hosts at the Seoul National 

University infused every aspect of the conference. On behalf of the entire ISSA Executive 

Board, I would like to sincerely thank the members of the local organizing committee: 

• Hee Jin Seo / Co-Chair of ISSA 2025 LOC (Konkuk University, Korea) 

• Jung-Rae Lee / Co-Chair of ISSA 2025 (Kyungpook National University, Korea) 

• Kyong Sik Kim / Vice Chair (Hoseo University, Korea) 

• Ik Young Chang / Secretary General (Korea National Sport University, Korea) 

• Yoonso Choi / Deputy Secretary General (University of Seoul, Korea) 

• Hanbeom Kim / Deputy Secretary General (Hankyong National University, Korea) 

We would be remiss to not also recognize and thank all the graduate students and other 

volunteers who helped to make the World Congress such a success! Looking ahead, I am 

excited to connect with colleagues again in June at our 2026 joint EASS-ISSA World Congress 

(more information below) hosted by the Faculty of Sport and Health Sciences at the 

University of Jyväskylä. 

Parissa Safai 

The changing dynamics of sport: ISSA @ 60 

The theme of the 60th anniversary of the International Sport Sociology Association (ISSA) 

World Congress was ’60 Years of the Sociology of Sport: Past, Present, and Future 

Trajectories.’ The conference took place at Seoul National University (SNU), South Korea, 

from July 8-11, 2025. 

It drew 400 participants from 44 countries, including Trinidad & Tobago, and featured 300 

papers. The Korean Society for Sport Sociology (KSSS), celebrating its 35th anniversary, led 



the Local Organising Committee (LOC) to ensure the event's success.Dominic Malcolm, 

Professor of Sociology of Sport at Loughborough University in London, UK, delivered the 

keynote address titled ‘The Sociology of Sport: From Positivist to Post-truth Science.’ His 

speech discussed three main issues in the development of the ISSA over its 60-year history. 

He traced the origins of the sociology of sport back to the 1960s within mainstream 

sociology, emphasising its strong social scientific orthodoxy, which was based on positivism 

and a quantitative methodological approach. While this approach was significant, it 

marginalised interpretivist meanings, which have proven to be very valuable in 

understanding the intersectionality of marginalised groups. Reflecting on the 60 years since 

the birth of the sociology of sport, he argued that some goals set by the founders have been 

achieved, such as ‘organisational and literary development and its impact on sociology and 

society.’ He noted that the discipline’s growth has embraced a broader interdisciplinary 

approach, leading to increased ‘social activism and public sociology,’ as well as redefining 

sport to include ‘exercise, activity, and physical culture.’ 

His final concern centred on how modern sociology of sport operates in an increasingly post-

truth environment. Post-truth refers to a situation where emotional appeals and personal 

beliefs often overshadow factual evidence. It has become a dominant force in 21st-century 

politics and is reflected in sports through issues such as gender equality, equal access, 

environmental concerns, concussion management, and sportswashing, among others. He 

concluded by urging the academic community to develop a ‘theory of sport’ to enhance 

both ‘academic and social influence.’ 

Professor Emeritus Peter Donnelly from the University of Toronto, Canada, discussed the 

work of the International Committee for the Sociology of Sport [ICSS], which was established 

in 1964 as part of the International Council of Sport and Physical Education [UNESCO] to 

promote understanding between sport and society. He encouraged members to reflect on 

how the work of ICSS/ISSA has advanced ‘peacebuilding and international understanding.’ 

Additionally, he challenged Congress members to consider the impact of their work, even if 

it's just a small step forward for the children of the world. 

Between Malcolm’s keynote and Donnelly’s commemorative address, a series of sessions 

and plenaries examined various current issues in sport and society. Some of the themes 

included: Sport, Politics, and Policy; Sport and [post] colonialism; Sport, Development, and 

Peace; Sport and Media; Sport and Gender [9 sessions]; Sport and Culture; Sport, Power 

Relations, and Social Justice; Sport Organisation and Governance; Olympism and Olympic 

Studies; Sport Globalisation; Mega-Events; Sport and New Technologies; Sport, Race, and 

Ethnicity; Sport and Culture in Korea; Sport in Asia; Sport and Disability; Sport, Environment, 

and Sustainability; Sport, Migration; Sport, Socialisation, and Belonging; Physical Education 

and School Sport; Sport and Social Class; Sport and Public Health; E-Sport and New 

Activities; Sport Coaching and Pedagogy; Sport and Community; Methods of Sociology of 



Sport; Sport and Violence; Youth Sport; Elite Sport vs. Sport for All; and other issues related 

to the sociology of sport. 

As I reflected, I realised that conference themes are vital for understanding the link between 

sport and society in the Caribbean. It is crucial for regional governments—especially 

ministries responsible for sports, education, health, and social development—along with 

national governing bodies, clubs, the media, and universities, to rise to the challenge posed 

by Malcolm and Connelly. They should promote the study of sport and society, develop 

systematic knowledge, and make a positive societal impact. 

Unfortunately, the lack of commitment in governance across all levels of sport to treat it as a 

valuable field of study—one that can inspire action for social change, social justice, equality, 

and equity—will continue to limit the full potential of sports. Additionally, issues like post-

truths, limited financial resources, insufficient human resource capacity at organisational 

levels, and challenges in implementing programs, monitoring and evaluation, coaching, and 

physical education further weaken governance commitment. 

Besides a well-organised and smoothly run conference, it was built on a culture of social 

networking, camaraderie, and great hospitality from the LOC. Alongside the academic 

sessions, social activities included options such as attending a baseball game for sports or 

taking a boat cruise. 

The 2026 ISSA conference will be held in Jyväskylä, Finland, from June 15-18, 2026. 

Anand Rampersad 

First published in the Trinidad & Tobago Guardian 

Photo Gallery  

 

2 - The LOC with the ISSA Board 



 

3 - The LOC, photo bombed by Parissa and Billy 

 

4 - President of KAPESGW 

 

5 - President of KAHPERD 



 

6 - Dominic Malcolm delivering his keynote speech @Emmanuelle 

 

7 - Steve Jackson receiving his Honorary membership from Mike Sam 



 

8 - Some went to a baseball game 

 

9 - Others went on a cruise down the Han River 

 

10 - After the AGM 



 

11 - A walk up Gwanaksan 632m @Emmanuelle 

 

12 - Seoul from the summit @Emmanuelle 

Award Presentations 

GPA Awards 

Since we had no physical congress in 2024, the 2024 GPA joint winners received their award 

at ISSA 2025 from Parissa Safai. 



 

Well done to Eun Jung (Queen’s University, Canada with a paper entitled “Constructing 

healthy bodies in polluted air: The illusive purity of school gyms, air quality technologies, 

and 'modern' South Korea”) and Junbin Yang (University of Maryland, USA, with a paper 

entitled "Muddying the Waters of Normalized Bodies: Toward a Rhizomatic Assemblage that 

Matters.")  It was great to see you both in person at last! 

 

Our 2025 winner was Willian Ferraz de Santana (University of Florida, USA) with a paper 

entitled:  “I Don’t Know Where to Report What Happened”: A Study on Preventing 

Harassment and Abuse in Cheerleading. 

He received his award from Parissa Safai and Billy Graeff. 

Willem told us: "My award-winning paper is an autoethnographic account of my experience 

developing a reporting protocol for athletes facing harassment in cheerleading. Drawing 

from institutional theory and sport governance literature, the piece explores the emotional 

toll and ethical dilemmas of taking action in the face of institutional neglect. The work 

underscores the importance of listening to athletes’ voices and creating systems prioritizing 

their safety and dignity." 



Introducing our newest Honorary Member: Prof Steve Jackson 

 

Award proposal – Steve Jackson as Honorary Member of ISSA 

At our 2025 World Congress, we were delighted to honour Professor Steve Jackson for his 

sustained and outstanding contribution to the International Sociology of Sport Association 

and the broader socio-cultural study of sport.  

Recipients of this award are in revered company to say the least.  

For over 30 years, Prof Jackson (PhD, University of Illinois) has taught and researched at the 

University of Otago, New Zealand, and he remains one of the leading scholars in the fields of 

advertising, media and culture as they intersect with the sociology of sport. 

With respect to research, Prof Jackson has authored four books, edited 15 others and 

published over 140 scholarly journal articles and book chapters. Over his career, these 

contributions have inspired subsequent generations of scholars to advance work on topics 

related to globalization, national identity, alcohol sponsorship and foreign policy. Confirming 

his academic status, he is a Research Fellow of the North American Society for the Sociology 

of Sport (NASSS) and has previously held appointments as Distinguished Research 

Associate/Visiting Scholar at the University of Johannesburg and Shanghai University. 

But beyond these accomplishments, Prof Jackson has demonstrated sustained and 

outstanding leadership in the field by serving terms as General Secretary, President and Past 

President for the ISSA.  Among the many achievements of his tenure, he introduced and led 

the ISSA Mentor Program in support of graduate students and scholars conducting research 

with English as a second language.  Even after these 12 years of formal service, he continued 

to support the Association as an academic mentor, while also undertaking the role as lead 

organizer and host for the 2019 World Congress, held in Dunedin, New Zealand. 

It was here that he led the establishment of the workshop for graduate students, which is 

still running today under his guidance and tireless involvement. We would like to emphasize 

the student workshop as an example of how Steve has, during all his time in ISSA, acted as a 

‘minister of welcoming, inclusion, acceptance and well-being’ for all newcomers in our 



conference – professional and social – community. This role is as hard to formally document 

and describe as it is important; for example, he has always, and without hesitation, sought 

to help people, whether by helping people find their way from the hotel to the congress 

venue (even offering to purchase subway tickets), and by welcoming new and emerging 

academics to discuss broader academic and ISSA organizational matters. In short, despite 

having one of the most prestigious and impressive careers of international sport sociology, 

Steve has always acted down to earth in a way that makes young and inexperienced scholars 

of sport sociology feel welcome as persons and valuable as academics. 

To conclude, there is no better representative of ISSA than Professor Steven James Jackson, 

or ‘just Steve’ as he insists on being called. Picking up on the statutes for awarding an 

honorary membership in ISSA, we clearly stand for the statement that Professor Jackson has 

offered outstanding contributions to the International Sociology of Sport Association and to 

the sociological study of sport worldwide.  

Graduate Paper Award 2026 

Call for papers 

Deadline: 19th January, 2026, 4.30pm EST 

The call for the 2026 GPA award is now open.  We look forward to your submissions. Details 

about requirements, submission process and eligibility can be found on the ISSA website 

Please encourage your graduate students to submit! 

ISSA 2026 (jointly with EASS) 

The ISSA is delighted to be co-organizing the 2026 World Congress with the 

European Association for the Sociology of Sport (EASS). Entitled “Responsibilities and 

Responses of Sport in Contemporary Society”, the conference will be hosted by the Faculty 

of Sport and Health Sciences at the University of Jyväskylä (Finland) from June 15 to 18, 

2026. This international sport sociology conference emphasises the diverse realities, 

functions and meanings of sport, exercise, and physical activity in society. The conference 

invites researchers and experts from various fields and disciplines of the social sciences of 

sport and sport management to explore the role and significance of sport in different 

communities and societies, and how responsibility is illustrated and tackled in sport. Special 

focus is given to the responses and responsibilities of sport organisations and independently 

experienced forms of physical activities. Please visit the conference website for more 

information as the Call for Abstracts will be issued October 20, 2025. 

https://www.issa1965.org/awards/graduate-paper-award/
https://www.jyu.fi/en/events/responsibilities-and-responses-of-sport-in-contemporary-society-2026


ISA RC27 News 

 

 

Presidential Corner, August 2025  

Letter to ISA members 

Dear ISA Members, 

Since Alberto Martinelli sent his first “Letter to ISA Members” in 1998, ISA presidents’ letters 

have offered an opportunity to share updates on the life of our association and reflections 

on the challenges and transformations shaping global sociology. During the first two years of 

my mandate, ISA social media and articles in our magazine Global Dialogue have become 

our primary channels of communication. We have gathered these articles, along with my 

addresses at ISA events and interviews on global sociology in a rapidly changing world, on 

the newly reactivated "Presidential Corner" on the ISA website.  

Geoffrey Pleyers,geoffrey.pleyers@uclouvain.be 

ISA President 2023-2027 

ISA runs a Research Council (ReCo) Webinar Series. 

The purpose of this series is to: 

• Organize cross-cutting webinars that are of interest to ISA RC/WG/TG members, in 

order to facilitate scientific discussions around current research 

• Foster collaboration between ISA RCs/WGs/TGs 

• Record these webinars and make them available to ISA members, who can use them 

in their teaching or other forms of training/engagement 

The scope of the series is focused on “Reconnecting RCs/WGs/TGs” whereby we will have 

thematic sessions that start from a common entry point and explore how the topic is 

approached differently and can engage different sociological approaches in dialogue among 

two or more RCs/WGs/TGs. 

You can watch the first 2 ReCo webinars on the ISA Youtube Channel or in your ISA Benefits 

Page 

https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/about-isa/executive-committee/presidential-corner-23
mailto:geoffrey.pleyers@uclouvain.be
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPTYFqCu9Slkp3XPDUJsYrIBzxmSW9aLI&si=6mHcO80HoBXX9Gtp
https://members.isa-sociology.org/benefits/webinars
https://members.isa-sociology.org/benefits/webinars


Please note the call for a new Editor for International Sociology Reviews with more details 

here  

Expressions of interest should be submitted by September 15, 2025 to ISA Vice-President 

for Publications Marta Soler-Gallart marta.soler@ub.edu, with a copy to ISA 

Secretariat isa@isa-sociology.org. 

ICSSPE News 

 

 

Meet Our President: Prof. Dr Annette R. Hofmann 

­ 

ICSSPE is proud to introduce our newly elected President, Prof. Dr Annette R. Hofmann, who 

is leading our organisation with a clear vision for the future. With a long-standing 

https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/publications/isa-journals/international-sociology/is-reviews/call-for-new-editor-1
https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/publications/isa-journals/international-sociology/is-reviews/call-for-new-editor-1
mailto:marta.soler@ub.edu
mailto:isa@isa-sociology.org


commitment to international collaboration in sport science, physical activity, and physical 

education, Prof. Hofmann brings extensive experience from her work with other 

international sport organisations. 

Our President is now focused on enhancing ICSSPE’s global visibility, strengthening 

partnerships, and addressing emerging topics including digitalisation, artificial intelligence, 

health, sustainability, and diversity. The upcoming 70th anniversary in 2028 offers an 

opportunity to reflect on ICSSPE’s legacy while shaping its path for the future. 

You can read ICSSPE's Newsletter here 

New Books 

 

13 - Tales of South American Football: Passion, Revolution and Glory 

by Jorge Knijnik 

Jorge Knijnik's second work of non-fiction via Fair Play Publishing is a compelling 

contribution to sports literature: a Brazilian-born Australian humanities academic writing 

about his passion-football-in his homeland and the continent it belongs to.  

https://802s1.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/mr/sh/SMJz09SDriOHVCvA3FBfAu5cw3To/vx-OmX8eeXQe


Exquisitely researched and written, it captures the elegance of the star players and the 

visceral struggles in South American societies describing the social and political context of 

football on the content where jogo bonito is a force that both divides and unites people.  

The backdrop of volatile politics, oppression and inequality in the continent is painted 

behind vignettes of football games, players, politicians and the sport itself.   

Jorge has also written an article published in the Globe Post in which he addresses some of 

the issues raised in his book. 

 

14 - Sport, Advertising and Global Promotional Culture: Identities, Commodities, Spaces & Spectacles 

This book by Steven J. Jackson and David L. Andrews explores the intersection of 

contemporary sport, advertising, promotional culture and wider society. Arguing that 

advertising and promotional culture remain key driving forces in relation to social structures 

and systems that contribute to enduring patterns of economic and other forms of inequality, 

this book examines how sport and related areas of social life continue to be transformed by 

these forces. Presenting in‑depth international case studies covering topics such as Nike’s 

sign economies, the sports‑gambling‑media complex, sportswashing/greenwashing, radical 

politics in sport advertising, sport and corporate nationalism, and girls’ empowerment and 

transgender exclusion in sports, this book sheds critical new light on some of the most 

important themes in the study of global consumer culture in the emerging era of 

surveillance capitalism. Overall, this book examines sport advertising through the lens of the 

circuit of cultural commodification – including production, representation, consumption and 

regulation – in order to provide insights into the formation, complexities and contradictions 

https://theglobepost.com/2024/07/18/politics-football-south-america/


of social identities, commodities and brands. The book will be useful for anyone with an 

interest in the sociology, culture and politics of sport, or cultural studies, media studies, and 

the wider politics and social significance of late‑stage capitalism. 

 

15 - CrossFit: Commodity, Community, Contested Terrain 

This  collection edited by Marcelle C. Dawson & Steven J. Jackson brings together the work 

of key scholars to explore the various dimensions, themes and controversies – the contested 

terrain of CrossFit – from a range of perspectives. CrossFit has emerged as a prominent 

fixture across the global sporting and cultural landscape. Developed initially as an exercise 

programme to promote functional fitness, CrossFit has undergone a rapid metamorphosis 

into a global, multi-dimensional, multi-million-dollar industry. Branded as ‘the sport of 

fitness’, it is part sport, part fitness, but also part exercise-military-regime with religious 

underpinnings. Perhaps best known for its unconventional approach to fitness that 

combines high intensity exercises with functional fitness performed in a group setting, 

CrossFit has surpassed the growth of well-known fitness franchises. It boasts approximately 

15,000 affiliates worldwide, while, by comparison, the world’s largest gym franchise, 

Anytime Fitness, has around 4,500 franchises globally. Beyond its comprehensive fitness 

regime and global appeal, CrossFit claims to offer a supportive community, which aims to 

ensure that people exercise together as a group rather than as isolated individuals in a group 

context, or what has been referred to as ‘together alone’. The tight-knit – almost insular – 

nature of this community, as well as some of its more extreme practices, have led followers 

and detractors alike to characterise CrossFit as a cult. Yet, despite its exalted position within 



the popular physical culture imaginary, critical scholarly analysis of CrossFit has only recently 

emerged. 

 

16 - The Contested Terrain of Sport: Sociological, Political and Policy Perspectives  

This anthology edited by Steven J. Jackson and Michael P. Sam brings together a set of 10 

critical analyses of the intersection of sociology, politics, and policy within the contested 

terrain of sport. The concept of contested terrain is used to capture the uniqueness and 

complexity of sport as a site for discussion, debate, negotiation, and conflict involving 

diverse interest groups with varying levels of resources and contrasting, competing sets of 

ideas and beliefs. Given its global presence and strategic location alongside key state sectors, 

including health, education, culture, business, and foreign policy, ‘sport’ is increasingly the 

focus of serious discussion amongst scholars, policy makers, and citizens. This anthology 

showcases research that spans a range of topics from sport mega-events and sportswashing 

to sport integrity, wellbeing, and inclusion. Furthermore, the collection explores these topics 

from a diverse set of social contexts, academic disciplines, and theoretical and 

methodological frameworks. 



 

17 - Rings of Dissent: Performances of Rebellion in Boxing 

Due out in December 2025 

Professional boxers practice their trade within an ostensibly apolitical arena. In reality, 

however, the fighters work inside a capitalistic and neoliberal sports culture that they both 

challenge and uphold. This collection, edited by Rudy Mondragón, Gaye Theresa Johnson, 

and David J. Leonard, delves into professional boxing’s capacity for brilliance, contradiction, 

resistance, and complicity. Scholars, activists, and artists explore the boxing ring as a site for 

understanding original and diverse ideas about the performance of race, citizenship, gender, 

power, and dissent. Essays and interviews draw attention to the cultural politics and 

performances of marginalized boxers while revealing the structures of power and practices 

of agency at work around Black, Brown, and queer bodies. As the contributors establish 

boxing’s central place in communities of color, they open exciting new avenues for studying 

race, immigration, gender, and capital.Multifaceted and innovative, Rings of Dissent 

uncovers fascinating corners of the boxing world as it illuminates what the sport tells us 

about America. 



 

18 - Violent Impacts: How Power and Inequality Shape the Concussion Crisis 

by Kathryn Henne & Matt Ventresca 

Concerns regarding brain injury in sport have escalated into what is often termed a 

“concussion crisis,” fueled by high-profile lawsuits and deaths. Although athletes are central 

figures in this narrative, they comprise only a small proportion of the people who experience 

brain injuries, while other high-risk groups—including victims of domestic violence and 

police brutality—are all too often left out of the story. In Violent Impacts, Kathryn Henne 

and Matt Ventresca examine what is and what isn’t captured in popular discourse, 

scrutinizing how law, science, and social inequalities shape depictions and understandings of 

brain injury. Drawing on research carried out in Australia, Canada, and the United States, 

they illustrate how structural violence centers certain bodies as part of the concussion crisis 

while pushing others to the margins. 



 

19 - Olympic Opening Ceremonies: Memory and Modernity 

This is the first book to unpack the history and significance of the opening ceremony of the 

Olympic Games, the frontispiece of the most watched event on Earth.  

Covering the period from the Moscow Olympics in 1980 to Tokyo 2020, the book by Daniel 

Malanski examines when, how and why the Olympic opening ceremonies’ artistic 

programme became the multi-act spectacles seen today. It argues that the embedded 

nationalistic, ethnic and environmental discourses contained in opening ceremonies have 

much to tell us about national narratives, memory and myth-making, about the history of 

representation, and about how the Olympics and the spectacle of mega-events are prisms 

through which local and global socio-political issues are refracted, from the climate crisis and 

the struggle for minority rights to the emergence of a multi-polar world.  

 



20 - Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies 

By Jay Coakley and Jeffrey Montez de Oca 

A new 'release' (aka edition) of Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies,  by Jay Coakley 

and Jeff Montez de Oca, is now available. This edition continues to provide a detailed 

introduction to the sociology of sport. It uses sociological concepts, theories, and research to 

raise critical questions about sports and explore the dynamic relationship between sports, 

culture, and society. It takes an issues-oriented approach to the study of sports in society 

and encourages the discussion of current sports-related controversies. Chapter content is 

presented so that readers can engage in critical thinking as they consider their personal 

experiences, families, schools, communities, and societies.For over 40 years, Sports in 

Society has been a resource in the cultural, interactional, and structural dimensions of sports. 

The 2025 edition provides a thorough introduction to the sociology of sport by raising critical 

questions to explore the relationships between sports, culture, and society. This text takes 

an issues-oriented approach to the study of sports in society and encourages discussion of 

current sports-related controversies. Students develop critical thinking skills as they consider 

various sport forms in their personal experiences, families, schools, communities, and 

societies. 

To accompany the 2025 edition of Sports in Society, Jay and Jeff have created a podcast 

series with over 30 episodes. Each episode focuses on one or more key topics in a chapter of 

the text. In some episodes, Jay and Jeff host guest experts and discuss emerging issues that 

are widely publicized and often contentious.  Professors and their students can join 

discussions about the podcasts on the Sports in Society Discord 

server: https://discord.gg/QDzzETYThv. 

https://discord.gg/QDzzETYThv


Forthcoming Event 

Advances in the sociology of sport, a seminar to be held at the Federal University of 

Paraiba, Brazil, on 15th-19th December 2025 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

IRSS News 

 

As the International Review for the Sociology of Sport celebrates its 60th year in publication 

it is important to recognise its continued standing as the peak journal in the area of 

sociology of sport. As an editorial board we remain committed to increasing the diversity of 

our authors and reviewers. Keep your eyes open for the outstanding upcoming Special Issue 

titled Sport and the Anthropocene. 

Our journal’s general editor, Brent McDonald, encourages the submission of diverse research 

articles seated in the sociology of sport, broadly defined, that shed light on social and 

cultural understandings of sport. 

Becoming a Reviewer 

Being a reviewer gives you an insight into the publication process and a better 

understanding of how to develop your own research and publications. The easiest way to 

become a reviewer is to create an account through this link 

Managing your Account 

If you already have an account for the IRSS do remember to keep it updated. 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/irss


Please visit the journal website for more information about its Aims & Scope, the Editorial 

Board, manuscript submission guidelines, and sample issues here 

Regular ISSA Calls 

Members’ News 

ISSA is happy to share information about conferences, seminars, awards, jobs and recently 

published books. We will gladly include your news in our eBulletin and the ISSA website. 

ISSA is always looking for ways to improve communication and serve our members. We 

encourage you to submit comments and suggestions. 

Please send any feedback and information to Emmanuelle Tulle via our contact page on our 

website. Remember that ISSA also has its own Facebook page, and you are welcome to 

share information via this group. 

Call for ISSA Archives 

The ISSA Executive Board is calling on all past and current members to submit photos, 

documents and other materials that document the history of the association, congresses 

and journal. We will gladly accept any items either in digital or hard copy format. We will be 

happy to copy and return these to you, or to add relevant items to the ISSA Archive as part 

of our ongoing efforts to record the history of the ISSA and IRSS. We are particularly hoping 

to obtain copies of ISSA Congress programs and Books of Abstract prior to 2011. For further 

information about the Archive and/or to donate items, please contact Mike Sam on our 

website 

Share Your Reading Recommendations 

Have you read a good sports related book lately?  Send us your favourite titles (not your own 

books, see earlier announcement!) that you think ISSA colleagues might also be interested in 

reading, with a short blurb to entice us. 

Contact Emmanuelle Tulle via our website 

 

http://journals.sagepub.com/home/irs
https://www.issa1965.org/contact/
https://www.issa1965.org/contact/
https://www.issa1965.org/contact/


 

ISSA's Affiliate Organisations: 

Research Committee 27 of ISA  

Sub-Committee of ICSSPE  

Affiliated with UNESCO  
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